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could neither be converted nor crushed. Small hope, therefore, that
the two parties could have evolved a common programme, or stood
for long on a common platform. But the fight at Surat was not the
natural outcome of a clash of principles. It was a piece of organized
hooliganism, which brought a measure of discredit upon the national
movement which clung to it for years. It also infused a bitterness
into the political life of India, which had a baleful effect on the
future course of events.
When the Extremists contemplated their handiwork on the mor-
row of that eventful session, it was to be overwhelmed with a feeling
that a cardinal blunder had been committed. In the euphemistic
language of Mr. Khaparde," regret at the occurrences, irrespective of
the causes that led to them, appeared to be universal, coupled with a
desire that a modus operandi should be found to bring all concerned
together, and arrange for an adjustment, honourable to all alike and
calculated to further the cause of the Congress." The Nationalist
party clearly saw that in wrecking the Congress, it had lost a power-
ful weapon for the furtherance of its political purposes, and it was
anxious to repair the tactical mistake it had committed. Its first move
was the appointment of a Congress Continuation Committee to re-
vive the suspended session. These attempts at rapprochement were
repeated at several provincial conferences. But the Moderates did not
readily take the bait. The more discerning among their leaders
realized the utter 'incompatibility of temperament,' and desired a
complete divorce.
Their opponents, however, did not lose heart. They carried on a
vigorous campaign in favour of a united Congress, and strove hard
to show that the differences between the two parties were not
irreconcilable. With their usual ingenuity, they set about prov-
ing the ultimate identity of aims and interests of both sections,
and explaining away the points of cleavage. And they achieved
a certain measure of success. Many among the ranks of the
Moderate party felt inclined to listen to the soothing strains which
emanated from the Nationalist organs. They forgot the injury
which had been done to the cause and the insults to which they had
been subjected, and were anxious to discover a common programme
of action.